SPORTS TALK
SHOW HOST

Nat Coombs, 32, has presented
weekly live show Talk of the Terrace
on ESPN for four years

| started out as a stand-up,
@ trawled the country gigging

for a good few years and got

some breaks which landed me

with an agent. The agency gradually
helped me to get work in TV and
radio, but there’s no doubt about it,
it does require graft and a head-
down attitude.

Sport is my true passion, so | was
naturally drawn to presenting in this
area but with a slightly leftfield,
entertainment angle because of my
comedy roots. I've also definitely
benefited from bringing writing to the
mix and | think this gives me a
massive advantage over presenters
who don’t. Doing stand-up was great
preparation for doing live TV too, as
is making sure that you read, read
and read good sports writers and
listen to good broadcasters. I'd name
Colin Murray, Jeff Stelling and Colin
Cowherd (an American ESPN Radio
guy) as some of the best in the
business. Getting paid to discuss
sport is about as good as it gets for
me, and | can now always say to my
wife ‘'m working’ whenever I'm
watching, reading or browsing
anything even remotely sport-
related. The diversity of guests is
really colourful too. | get to meet
some really inspiring people, and
live TV keeps you sharp. Plus, we
have so much fun making the show
that the time flies. However, shelving
your ego is an important lesson to
learn - I'm still surprised by how
many people land a gig and
think they’re bloody
Howard Stern.
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